12

BEAWES                          \Aug. 1745

them in due course. But these paths are sometimes by gales
of wind covered with sand, and then the caravan is obliged
to halt, and the guides spread themselves, as far as not losing
sight of the body will permit, to discover a tract; or, not
succeeding therein, wait till night and proceed by the stars.
And one evening desiring them to shew me those they par-
ticularly observed, there was scarce an Arab but manifested
such a knowledge of the heavens as I little expected, and that
which they said was their chief director between Bassora and
Aleppo, they pointed to, calling Judda1, and is the north star.
We observed no order in our march, but spread over the
waste in different figures; which being so large, the caravan
affords a diverting prospect, especially the objects being so
various, and to us strange. And one reason for their spreading
I suppose may be on account of the camels, who feed as they
travel, having absolutely no other provision than what they
meet with in the way, which hitherto has been only a small
sort of farzbush, and that in no great plenty.
qth. Set out this morning about four, lasted [sic] the same
till about nine, when we got amongst hills quite barren and
parched up, and tho' the westerly wind continues it is
extremely hot; at one we pitched our tents, being come to
water, which is not bad, and we shall therefore stay to enjoy
it till tomorrow. Course today S.S.E. Our mahoffi terribly
fatigues us, and was certainly only intended for such who
have only no legs or can bestow them independant of their
bodies. It is imposible to maintain a tolerable easy posture
for two minutes together, and the motions moreover are so
diabolical that I have frequently in a day worse qualms than
a breeding woman and am sooner [sorer?] bruised by night
than Sancho in his government. However, it keeps the
immediate heat of the sun from us, which we should probably
find at this season insupportable; tho' here also the benefit
is not much greater than being baked instead of roasted,
and therefore the mahoffi is but a trumpery machine, and
a wheelbarrow in comparison to a princely carriage.
This evening were killed in our quarters two snakes, of
1 El Jady (Arabic), the Pole Star.